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Synopsis

For all those readers curious to read the actual texts of the Gnostic Gospels, here is the definitive
collection of all the Gnostic Gospels and Gospela “like texts. o Marvin Meyer, premier scholar of
Gnostic and other Christian literature outside the New Testament, presents every Gnostic Gospel
and Jesus text with a brilliant overall introduction, introductions to each text, and notes that explain
everything the reader needs to know to understand the text. He includes his latest translations of not
only the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Philip, the Gospel of Mary, but other texts such as the
Secret Book of John, which some scholars regard as the second part of the New Testament Gospel
of John. The material is largely from the discovery at Nag Hammadi, freshly translated and
introduced, but also includes texts found elsewhere. The texts, especially taken together, present an
image of Jesus as the ultimate wisdom teacher, a kind of mysterious Jewish Zen master, who
scandalized listeners by his radical egalitarianism (regarding women, slaves, the poor, the
marginalized as of equal status, or more, with establishment male believers) and his insistence on
living the message, spiritual experience, vs. outer observance only. o For those wanting to learn
more after reading The Da Vinci Code. This book provides the definitive next book for those looking
for expert presentation of the alternative Gnostic stream of Christianity, in which there is no talk of
crucifixion and Mary Magdalene is presented as the disciple that Jesus loved best. "Marv is one of
the original secret gospels scholars who has done an enormous amount of work to bring these texts
to light. All of his research on the Nag Hammadi texts is having an incredible impact on our
knowledge of early Christian historya “a “it is virtually redefining it." & “a4 “Dr. Elaine Pagels,

Princeton University
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Customer Reviews

Sometimes all we want is to read a book, not as a scholar or student, halting at footnotes and
bracketed text, but sitting on a sofa, or lying in bed, absorbing the essence of the word. What | love
about this book is how simply arranged are the chapters. | don’t need my reading glasses to read
minute fonts, and the chapter subheadings are simple and helpful. Furthermore, unlike the often
obscure tractates of the Nag Hammadi Library, by James M. Robinson, "The Gnostic Gospels of
Jesus" are Jesus-centered, and if you have been away from The Man for a while, as | have been,
out of disappointment with the inadequacy of your local church, or oppression by politicized agenda,
then this is the book that will allow you to love Him once again on your own terms. Just you and
Him, by the glow of your reading lamp. Marvin Meyer has a knack for translating in a way that is not
dumbed-down, but simple and easy to read. There is a difference.Reading the Secret Book of John
from this very edition has changed my life, and the way | think about Jesus. | can honestly say that a
perception of humanity’s place in the universe has opened itself up to me. For example, William
Blake’s rhyme:"Tyger! Tyger! burning bright,In the forests of the night,What immortal hand or
eye,Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?"...immediately took on new meaning (Yaldabaoth as the
talented, not necessarily evil, but nonetheless ignorant and soul-less creator of the material

world--seek Heaven, not Earth, as eternal Paradise).
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